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VARLIK VERGISI UYGULAMASI: BURSA ORNEGH?
Gokce SUZGUN ISIK
Ogr.Gor.Dr., Bursa Teknik Univ., gokce suzgun@btu.edu.tr, Id: 0000-0002-4679-2862
Ozet

Bu caligmada, 1939 -1945 yillan arasinda tiim diinyay: etkisi aluna almig olan II. Diinya
Savagi'min Turkiye’de ortaya ¢ikardigi ekonomik sorunlara paralel olarak hikimet
tarafindan uygulamaya konulan Varhk Vergisi'nin Bursa’da ortaya ¢ikardii etki ele
alinmigtir. Vergi uygulamasimin kentte ortaya ¢ikardigi olaganiistii tablonun bitiiniiyle
degerlendirilmesi noktasinda aragtirma siiresince sorularin tespiti ve cevaplarin ortaya
¢ikanilmas:1 amaciyla nitel aragirma yontemleri  kullamlmistir.  Bunun yaminda
Cumhurbagkanhifi Devlet Argivlerinden elde edilen argiv belgeleri basta olmak (izere,
doneme iliskin resmi kaynaklardan ve yerelde etkili olan pek cok siireli yayindan
yararlamlmigtir. Konu ile alakali pek cok telif eser de caligmada ayrintihi bir bigimde
incelenen kaynaklardan olmustur.

Savas sartlannin giin gec¢tikce daha fazla hissedildigi 1940’hh willarda Tirkiye, ulusal
savunma alaminda yapilan harcamalarin artisi ve yurt genelinde giderek daha fazla

hissedilen ekonomik bunalimin etkisiyle olagan stii bir vergi nitelifinde olan Varlik
Vergisi'ni 12 Kasim 1942°de vyiiriirlige koymustur. Buna gore kentte vergi mikellefiyeti

*Bu ¢alhigma, “ll. Diinya Sava$: Yillarinda Bursa: Siyasal, Toplumsal, Ekonomik ve Kultiirel Yagam 1939-1946"
basliklh Doktora Tezi ¢calismasindan yararlanilarak dretilmigtir.
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aciklanan 1.261 kigilerin toplumun gegith ziimrelerine mensup oldugu goriilmiistir. Yerel
gazetelerde 1smi agiklanan toplamda 112 vergi miikellefinden atmug ti¢li gayrimiishim iken
elli tanesi i1se Mislimanlardan olusuyordu. Bunun yaninda miikellef olarak agiklanan
isimler arasinda kentin niifuzlu ve bilinen simalan da yer almigtir.

Subat 1943 iubariyle Bursa genelinde tahsil edilen vergi meblag: 3.229.450 liraya
ulagsmustir. Ilerleyen siiregte ise bu rakam 3.5 milyonu bulmustur. Borcunu ddeyemeyen
miikellefler hakkinda haciz islemlerine baslamlmug, hacizli mallann satislanndan elde
edilen gelirlerle vergi tahsilat miktan artmigtir. Bu siirecte hala borcunu 6deyemeyen
milkelleflerden 25’1, 1943 Nisan ayinda Agkale’ye sevk edilmek iizere toplama kampina
gonderilmigtir. Toplama kampina gonderilen miikellef sayisinin ilerleyen giinlerde 100’¢
ulastf gorilmektedir. Caliyma kamplarina gonderilen miikellefler i¢in, hitkiimet daha
sonra, kalan bor¢lanimi kendi sehirlerinde calisarak 6deme imkidmi tanimus, bu sebeple
miikelleflerden bazilan Bursa’ya geri donmiistir.

Varlik Vergisi’nin Bursa yerelinde uygulamasi, maddi durumu iyi olan tiim vatandaslan
uygulama alanina almis ise de vergi mikelleflerinin ¢ogunlugunun gayrimiislim kokenli
vatandaslardan olustugu gorilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: 1. Diinya Savasi, Bursa, Varlik Vergisi.
WEALTH TAX IMPLEMENTATION: CASE OF BURSA
Abstract

This study examines the impact of the Wealth Tax, which was implemented by the
government in parallel with the economic problems that emerged in Turkey from World
War II, which affected the entire world between 1939 and 1945, on Bursa. In order to fully
evaluate the extraordinary picture that the tax application created in the city, qualitative
research methods were used throughout the research in order to identify questions and
reveal answers. In addition, official sources related to the period, primarily archival
documents obtained from the Presidency State Archives, and many periodicals with local
influence were used. Many copyrighted works related to the subject were also among the
sources examined in detail in the study.

In the 1940s, when war conditions were increasingly felt, Turkey put the Wealth Tax,
which was an extraordinary tax, into effect on November 12, 1942 due to the increase in
national defense expenditures and the economic crisis that was increasingly felt throughout
the country. Accordingly, it was seen that 1,261 people whose tax liability was declared in
the city belonged to various groups of society. Of the total of 112 taxpayers whose names
were declared in local newspapers, sixty-three were non-Muslims, while fifty were
Muslims. In addition, influential and well-known figures of the city were also among the
names declared as taxpayers.

As of February 1943, the tax amount collected in Bursa reached 3,229 450 liras. In the
following period, this figure reached 3.5 million. Seizure procedures were initiated for
taxpayers who could not pay their debts, and the amount of tax collection increased with
the income obtained from the sales of seized goods. During this period, 25 of the taxpayers
who still could not pay their debts were sent to a concentration camp in April 1943 to be
transferred to Agkale. It is seen that the number of taxpayers sent to the concentration
camp reached 100 in the following days. For the taxpayers sent to labor camps, the
government later provided the opportunity to pay off their remaining debts by working in
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their own cities, and for this reason, some of the taxpayers returned to Bursa.

Although the application of the Wealth Tax in Bursa included all citizens with good

financial status, it was seen that the majority of taxpayers were citizens of non-Muslim
origin.

Key Words: World War 11, Wealth Tax, Bursa.
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